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generally thought to be quite as beautiful as any produced in the nineteenth century. Since, however, Newman s view of life, his personality, is
inextricably interwoven in his writing, some knowledge of the man himself and the objects to which he gave his energies is necessary for an
appreciation of the peculiar power of his prose. John Henry Newman was born in London in 1801, the eldest son of a prosperous business man.
From his letters we learn that he was brought up to take delight in reading the Bible; as a boy he also enjoyed such books as Scott s novels, Pope s
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