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Excerpt: It was in the year 1863, says Monsignore Manning, in his funeral oration on the great prince of the Church whose loss the whole Catholic
world is now deploring, that the sovereign pontiff, speaking of the cardinal, described him as the man of divine Providence for England. And truly it
seems to us that the direct inspiration of the Holy Ghost has seldom been so clearly apparent in the choice of a bishop as it was in the case of him
who has filled the cathedral chair of Westminster for the last fifteen years. When we remember the peculiar circumstances under which he began his
pastorship-the reaction which was steadily, though as yet almost imperceptibly, going on in favor of the Church; the doubt and perplexity and
wavering with which a crowd of wandering souls were groping in darkness for the portals of divine truth; and then the outburst of anger with which
the nation at large read the bulls of the Holy Father, raising up the English Church from the humiliation in which she had lain for three hundred
years, we shall readily understand that a rare union of qualities was required in the man who should understand and direct those honest seekers
after truth, and breast successfully that storm of popular fury. That Nicholas Wiseman, who had left England at the age of sixteen, and passed
twenty years of his youth and early manhood at Rome-absorbed, just at the time when the character is most liable to be moulded by external
associations, in the theological studies and ceremonies and sacred traditions of the ecclesiastical capital-that he, we say, should have displayed such
a remarkable fitness for both these...
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