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THE TEXTS OF THE WHITE YAJURVEDA: TRANSLATED WITH A POPULAR COMMENTARY

Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt Ltd, New Delhi, 1987. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Rev. & Enl. The four vedas, Rg, Yajur, Sama and
Atharva, the foundations, on which the grand and most ancient edifice of Hindu religion and philosophy are built. The Yajurveda ranks second in
importance and is divided into two collections, Taittiriya and Vajasaneya, better known as Krishna or Black and Shukla or White Yajurveda. The
latter is called white because its arrangement is systematic, orderly and free of obscurities which bedevil the former. The Yajurveda is actually a
handbook or manual for the Adhvaryu priests, who specialized in conducting sacrifices. The White Yajurveda contains 2000 hymns arranged in forty
books. Most of the hymns are culled from the Rgveda. The Yajur or sacrificial formulas are in prose, to be intoned in measured cadence. The
important sacrifices dealt here are : Asvamedha or horse sacrifice, Purushamedha or human sacrifice and Darsa Purnamasa or sacrifice at full and
new moon. Griffith's translation is true to the original. It explains recondite portions with the unobtrusive commentary of Mahidara.
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