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*****.A strong wind swept over the great forest, sending green leaves and twigs in showers before it, and bringing clouds in battalions from the west.
The air presently grew cold, and then heavy drops of rain came, pattering at first like shot, but soon settling into a hard and steady fall that made
the day dark and chill, tingeing the whole wilderness with gloom and desolation. The deer sought its covert, a buEalo, grazing in a little prairie,
thrust its huge form into a thicket, the squirrel lay snug in its nest in the hollow of a tree, and the bird in the shelter of the foliage ceased to sing. The
only sounds were those of the elements, and the world seemed to have returned to the primeval state that had endured for ages. It was the kingdom
of fur, fin and feather, and, so far as the casual eye could have seen, man had not yet come.
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